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countenance from Peel, and it was not until 21st
September that the Bill passed its third reading by a
majority of 345 to 236.
Then arose the memorable question, " What will the
Lords do?" The answer was soon given. On 8th October
the proposal to read the Bill a second time was rejected
by a majority of forty-one. This was on a Saturday.
On the Monday Lord Ebrington proposed in the House
of Commons a vote of confidence in the ministers which
was carried by a large majority. Parliament was then
prorogued for a short period, in order to enable the
Government to introduce a new Eeform Bill. The
country was disturbed, distressed, and alarmed. A
serious riot took place at Bristol, occasioned by the
entrance of Sir Charles Wetherell, the recorder, one
of the most active and violent opponents of reform.
The political unions formed for the purpose of promot-
ing reform held meetings all over the country, and
much inflammatory talk was uttered. In the midst of
all this excitement the cholera made its appearance for a
second time, and by the panic it engendered increased
the national gloom and perplexity. Parliament re-
assembled on 12th December, and six da^ys afterwards
Lord John Russell introduced the third Eeform Bill.
Several changes had now been made in the structure
of the measure, with a view to meet the criticisms of
the Opposition, but its main principles were unaffected.
It was no longer proposed to reduce the numbers of
the House of Commons, and the scheme of disfranchise-
ment was based on a principle or test which combined,
as Lord John Eussell explained, " the number of persons,
the number of houses, and the amount of assessed taxes